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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EINV, EGEN, NI, US 

SUBJECT: BILATERAL ECONOMIC TALKS: JOINT STATEMENT 

REF: LAGOS 13085 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . DEPARTMENT COMMENDS EMBASSY FOR CONCISE AND ACCURATE 
SUMMARY OF BILATERAL ECONOMIC TALKS IN LAGOS AT BEGINNING 
OF NOVEMBER. WE WISH TO SECURE NIGERIA'S AGREEMENT TO 
SUMMARY OF NOVEMBER MEETINGS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. WE 
UNDERSTAND NIGERIANS ARE PREPARING SOMEWHAT MORE DETAILED 
SUMMARY OF THEIR INTERVENTIONS IN ORDER TO BALANCE U.S. 
PRESENTATION. EMBASSY SHOULD TAKE EARLIEST CONVENIENT 
OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM NIGERIANS OF CHANGES SUGGESTED BELOW 
IN DISCRETION OF U.S. PRESENTATION, AND TO ASK HOW SOON 
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NIGERIANS WILL PROPOSE DRAFT SUMMARIES OF THEIR OWN PRE- 
SENTATION. WHEN WE HAVE AGREED SUMMARY. WE WISH TO 
EXAMINE POSSIBILITIES FOR FURTHER MEETINGS, ON SPECIFIC 
SUBJECTS THAT MIGHT TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON AND IN LAGOS. 

2. FOLLOWING CHANGES SHOULD BE MADE IN DRAFT JOINT 
STATEMENT PREPARED BY EMBASSY. 
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A) PAGE 3 UNDER ITEM (G) SHOULD READ: OPIC - THE BENEFITS 
OF THE OPIC PROGRAM WERE DESCRIBED. THE OPIC TEAM ALSO 
URGED SIMPLIFICATION OF THE INSURANCE APPROVAL PROCESS BY 
THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT. THEY URGED THAT IF "AUTOMATIC 
APPROVAL” IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE FMG, THE FMG SHOULD PRO- 
POSE ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF SIMPLIFYING THE APPROVAL PRO- 
CEDURES. 

B) PAGE 4 LAST PARA SHOULD READ: IN REGARD TO OPIC, THE 
NIGERIAN DELEGATION SUGGESTED THAT THE OPIC PROPOSAL TO 
SIMPLIFY THE INSURANCE APPROVAL PROCESS BE SENT TO THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIES THROUGH OFFICIAL CHANNELS. IN THE 
MEANTIME, THE FMG AGREED TO EXPEDITE APPROVAL REQUESTS 
AND TO REDUCE PROCESSING TIME NOT TO EXCEED FOUR WEEKS. 

C) PAGE 5 FIRST PARA SHOULD READ: II. TRADE - THE U.S. 
DELEGATION DREW ATTENTION TO NIGERIAN TRADE-INHIBITING 
POLICIES, INCLUDING IMPORT RESTRICTIONS AND PROHIBITIONS 
ON A NUMBER OF ITEMS (E.G., FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, PAS- 
SENGER CARS, USED CLOTHING, TEXTILES AND PAPER PRODUCTS) 
AND NON-TARIFF BARRIERS, INCLUDING THE UPCOMING REQUIRE- 
MENT OF SOLELY METRIC LABELING ON ALL IMPORTS AND DOCU- 
MENTATION REQUIREMENTS ON FOOD AND DRUG IMPORTS. THEY 
REQUESTED THAT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO WITHDRAWING OR 
EASING THESE IMPEDIMENTS TO TRADE. THE U.S. DELEGATION 
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ALSO EXPRESSED ITS CONCERN THAT THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT 
NOTIFY THE CONTRACTING PARTIES OF THE GATT OF TRADE 
MEASURES AFFECTING INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE. 

THE U.S. DELEGATION ENCOURAGED NIGERIAN PARTICIPATION IN 
THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS (MTN ). 

D) PAGE 6 SECOND PARA FROM THE LAST PARA SHOULD READ: 
FINALLY, WITH REFERENCE TO A POSSIBLE NIGERIAN BOYCOTT 
DIRECTED AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA, THE U.S. DELEGATION GAVE 
A COMPREHENSIVE EXPOSITION OF U.S. ANTI-BOYCOTT LEGISLA- 
TION, POINTING OUT THAT AMERICAN FIRMS COULD NOT ENGAGE 
IN SECONDARY AND TERTIARY ASPECTS OF A BOYCOTT FOSTERED 
BY ONE FOREIGN COUNTRY AGAINST ANOTHER. 

E) PAGE 7 ITEM (1) SHOULD READ: THE TRADE REFORM ACT OF 
1974 WHICH EXCLUDES NIGERIA FROM GSP BENEFITS BECAUSE OF 
HER MEMBERSHIP IN OPEC. 

DELETE ITEM (3) 

LAST PARA SHOULD READ: IN RESPONSE, THE U.S. DELEGATION 
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STATED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT'S EXECUTIVE BRANCH ITSELF 
OPPOSED PROVISIONS OF THE TRADE REFORM ACT OF 1974 EX- 
CLUDING OPEC MEMBERS FROM GSP BUT CITED THE DIFFICULTY 
IN CHANGING THE LEGISLATION AT THIS TIME. REFERRING TO 
HR 5262, THE U.S. DELEGATION EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE 
DEPRESSED COMMODITY PRICES WHICH LED TO THIS LEGISLATION 
WOULD BE TEMPORARY. THE U.S. DELEGATION AGAIN NOTED THAT 
THE MULTILATERAL APPROACH IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WAS, 

IN THE OPINION OF THE U.S., THE MOST EFFECTIVE AND BENEFI- 
CIAL FOR WORLD TRADE. VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC REPORTS, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE307280 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RJKOTT:DFF 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770481-0367 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: link1977/newtext/t19771218/aaaaaols.tel 

Line Count: 126 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7d6a0efd-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LAGOS 13085 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 130986 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BILATERAL ECONOMIC TALKS: JOINT STATEMENT 
TAGS: EINV, EGEN, Nl, US 
To: LAGOS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7d6a0efd-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



